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Teacher Participant Information Sheet 
Adapt-Ed: Climate Adaptation through Education
Invitation
You are invited to take part in a research study about the Adapt-Ed project. This information sheet explains what the research involves and what taking part would mean for you. Please take time to read it and ask any questions if anything is unclear.

In addition to the main Adapt-Ed project activities, this study includes a linked research component led by King’s College London and Cardiff University. This involves the use of a secure digital platform (Indeemo) to capture reflections, experiences and project insights across participating projects.

What is the purpose of the research?
This project explores how climate adaptation education can be developed in primary schools, including topics such as flooding, overheating and water scarcity. The research aims to understand how the project has influenced teaching, learning and attitudes towards climate and the environment.

Why have I been invited?
You have been invited because you have taken part in the Adapt-Ed project through your school.

What will I be asked to do?
If you agree to take part, you will be asked to:
· take part in a one to one or focus group interview 
· share your experiences of the project 
· discuss your views on climate adaptation and education 
The interview will last around 30–60 minutes.

Contribute to digital diary activities using the Indeemo platform, which may include:
· short written reflections 
· audio recordings 
· photographs of activities or materials (no identifiable pupil images) 
· short informal insights (e.g. brief audio conversations)

In addition to interviews, you may also be involved in sessions that are observed as part of the research. This may include CPD sessions, classroom and outdoor learning activities.

Observations will focus on teaching, learning and engagement at class level rather than focusing on individual pupils or staff. Observations will follow the Adapt-Ed observation protocol shared with staff.

Use of digital diary platform (Indeemo)
As part of this project, you may be invited to contribute to a digital diary using the Indeemo platform.
For this part of the research:
· King’s College London and Cardiff University act as Data Controllers 
· Indeemo acts as a Data Processor 
Indeemo stores and processes data securely on Amazon Web Services (AWS) servers located within the European Union. These data centres meet internationally recognised security standards (e.g. ISO 27001). Data may include:
· text reflections 
· audio recordings 
· images of activities or materials (no identifiable pupil images) 
All data will be handled in accordance with UK data protection law (UK GDPR and the Data Protection Act 2018). Contributions will be pseudonymised as soon as possible and stored only for the duration of the project.

Observation of practice
As part of the research, some sessions may be observed by researchers.
· Observations will focus on how activities are delivered and how participants engage 
· They are not an evaluation of your performance 
· No identifying information about you will be included in any reports 
· Observations will be recorded as anonymised notes

Where will this take place?
The interview or focus group can take place either:
· in person 
· or online 
at a time and location that is convenient for you.

Do I have to take part?
No. Taking part is completely voluntary.
· You can choose not to take part 
· You can choose not to answer any question 
· You can stop the interview at any time 
· You can request to withdraw your data up to two weeks after the interview
There will be no consequences if you decide not to take part.

Are there any risks?
There are no anticipated risks in taking part. You will be asked about your experiences of the project. If you feel uncomfortable at any point, you can skip questions or stop the interview. There is a small risk associated with sharing reflections via an external platform; however, this is mitigated through the use of secure, GDPR-compliant systems and anonymisation procedures.

What are the benefits of taking part?
There are no direct personal benefits. However, your views will help improve how climate adaptation is developed in schools and may influence future practice.

Will I be identified?
The interview will be audio recorded and then anonymised during transcription. No identifying information will be included in any reports or publications.

How will the data be used?
The findings from this research may be shared through reports, academic publications and presentations. Results may also be shared with project partners and wider education networks (e.g. Let’s Go Zero, a national schools network) to support learning and practice. No individual pupil, teacher or school will be identified in any outputs.

Fully anonymised data may also be processed using secure, university-approved AI tools (e.g. Microsoft Copilot) to support analysis. No identifiable or pseudonymised data will be entered into these tools.

Data protection
Sheffield Hallam University undertakes research as part of its role in the public good. Data protection law allows the University to use data for research under the legal basis of public task (Article 6(1)(e) UK GDPR), with appropriate safeguards in place. This study has been reviewed and approved by Sheffield Hallam University’s Research Ethics Committee [ER92732944]. Sheffield Hallam University is the data controller for this research. All research data will be stored securely on Sheffield Hallam University systems and only accessed by the research team. Data will be anonymised as soon as possible and handled in line with UK GDPR. Only members of the research team will have access to the data. Data will be stored securely on password-protected systems for up to 10 years. Further information about your rights can be found at:
https://www.shu.ac.uk/about-this-website/privacy-policy/privacy-notices/privacy-notice-for-research
	
Some data collected as part of the Indeemo activities will be securely shared with and processed by external research partners (King’s College London and Cardiff University), who act as Data Controllers for this component of the study.

How long will the study last?
The research project will run until approximately November 2026.

How can I find out about the results?
A summary of the findings can be shared with participants on request.
Questions?
If you would like more information, please contact:
Lee Jowett, Sheffield Hallam University 📧 l.jowett@shu.ac.uk 

You are welcome to contact the research team if you would like further information before deciding whether to take part.

If you have concerns with how the research was undertaken or how you were treated:
Head of Research Ethics 📧 ethicssupport@shu.ac.uk 
You should contact the Data Protection Officer if:
· you have a query about how your data is used by the University
· you would like to report a data security breach (e.g. if you think your personal data has been lost or disclosed inappropriately)
· you would like to complain about how the University has used your personal data

Data Protection Officer 📧 DPO@shu.ac.uk 
Postal address: Sheffield Hallam University, Howard Street, Sheffield, S1 1WB


Participant Consent Form
Adapt-Ed: Climate Adaptation through Education

Please tick each box to confirm:
☐ I have read and understood the information provided about the study
☐ I have had the opportunity to ask questions and am satisfied with the information provided
☐ I understand that participation is voluntary and that I can withdraw at any time without giving a reason
☐ I understand that I can choose not to answer any questions
☐ I understand how my data will be used and stored
☐ I understand that observations are not an evaluation of my performance and will focus on teaching and learning more broadly

Please indicate which activities you agree to:
Interviews / focus groups
☐ I agree to take part in an interview or focus group
☐ I agree to the interview being audio recorded
Observations of practice
☐ I agree to being observed during CPD workshops
☐ I agree to being observed during teaching or classroom activities
☐ I agree to being observed during outdoor or off-site sessions (e.g. at The Green Estate)
☐ I understand that observations are not an evaluation of my performance and will focus on teaching and learning more broadly 
Digital diaries 
☐ I understand that I may be asked to contribute to digital diary activities using the Indeemo platform
☐ I understand that my contributions may include text, audio recordings and images of activities or materials
☐ I understand that no identifiable images of pupils will be collected or shared
☐ I understand that King’s College London and Cardiff University act as Data Controllers for this part of the research
☐ I understand that data will be processed using a secure external platform (Indeemo)

Use of anonymised data
☐ I understand that anonymised data may be used in research reports, presentations and publications

Final agreement
☐ I agree to take part in this research study under the conditions described
Name: __________________________________________
Signature: ______________________________________
Date: ___________________________________________
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