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Context

ñif we expect the next generation to 

value and support the future of our 

woodland ecosystems, we must first 

branch out and help them experience it.ò 



What is your most memorable school trip? 

Talk to the person next to you: 

ÅWhat is your most memorable 

school trip? 

ÅWhy? 

ÅWhat knowledge and skills did 

you pick up? 



1. LOTC to bring Climate Change Research into 
your teaching?   

Learning Outside the Classroom (LOtC) is the use of 

places other than the classroom for teaching and 

learning including in your settingôsgrounds; visiting 

local places such as religious buildings, shops and 

natural spaces; and further afield on day visits to 

museums, heritage sites, theatres, field and adventure 

centres and residentials. It also includes 

experiences brought into school through visitors and 

events.



The Birmingham Institute for Forest Research hosts one of three Free Air Carbon 

Enrichment Facilities, BIFoR FACE.  This woodland in Staffordshire links to facilities in 

Australia and the Amazon Rainforest in Brazil. Working together, these FACE sites will 

provide insight for temperate, sub-tropical and tropical forests worldwide. 

Photo credit: Thomas Downes 



Benefits   

What are the benefits of learning 

outside the classroom? 





Why LOtC?

Providing students with more 

opportunities to access high quality 

learning beyond the classroom 

experiences can:

ÅOpen their eyes to the world around 

them and allows them to develop 

into well-rounded citizens

Å Enhance academic attainment and 

personal development

Å Support their health and well-being, 

and spiritual, moral, social and 

cultural needs



Barriers 

What are the barriers of learning 

outside the classroom? 





2. Virtual Field Trips & 
Field Work 

Schools can visit 

one of the largest 

climate change 

experiments 

without leaving 

their classrooms! 

Graphical user interface, text

Description automatically generated

https://canvas.bham.ac.uk/courses/52405/pages/can-trees-time-travel


3. Citizen Science 

BIFoR in a Box contains 

curriculum linked lesson 

resources and all the 

materials needed for pupils 

to create and install a DIY 

Dendrometer, collect data 

and discover more about 

the BIFoR FACE 

experiment.

Graphical user interface, text, application
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https://canvas.bham.ac.uk/courses/52405/pages/diy-dendrometer


Field Work at School 

What are the benefits of 

carrying out field work on 

your school site? 



Field Work at School 

What are the benefits 

of carrying out field 

work on your school 

site? 

Little/ no risk 

assessment required 

Encouragement 

that your 

curriculum subject 

really is 

everywhere! 

Fieldwork can easily 

be repeated 

Encourages 

students to think 

differently about 

their school 

Easy to set up 

and fits in with 

time constraints 



4. Teach Key Concepts 

We are developing a 

set of curriculum linked 

lesson resources 

designed for topics that 

have typically been 

under-resourced. 



And skillsé 

We have developed a set of 3 

lessons to help develop the skills 

underpinning the Extended Project 

Qualification.

BIFoR Future Forests 

The aim of the resource is to 

amplify student voice around 

climate change at the same time as 

developing valuable research and 

presentation skills for the EPQ



Identify a solution to tackle a 

global challenge 

Lesson 1. Explore 

Your BIFoR Future Forests Learning Journey 
Can you help an exciting climate friendly future take root and grow?

Have your voice heard during 

COP28 and beyond 

Lesson 3. Share and Reflect 

Create a pitch for a specific 

audience 

Lesson 2. Develop 



ÅWhat are the key findings from 

our digital woodland so far? 

Written in the Woods 

A tree with text on it

Description automatically generated

Click on the tree to go to the 

BIFoR digital woodland padlet 

page. 

https://bham.padlet.org/sldobbie1/bifor-digital-woodland-l2iys3qonpaz1m88




5. Make the link to careers 

Use real-world profiles 

to highlight the varied 

careers that are linked 

to climate change 

researché 

Graphical user interface, application
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https://canvas.bham.ac.uk/courses/52405/pages/spotlight-on-careers



