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Housekeeping 

ÅFacilities 

ÅFire alarm

ÅWi-Fi access

ÅRefreshments 

ÅPhotography 
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Aims of the Day

By the end of the day, delegates will have:

ÅConsidered opportunities for climate action plans and considered 
how sustainability leadership could be structured in their setting

ÅStarted to develop an action plan for their setting and understand 
Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎΩǎ ŎŀǊōƻƴ ŦƻƻǘǇǊƛƴǘ

ÅBeen signposted to organisations that can support them with 
developing climate action plans further

ÅIdentified barriers and how they could overcome them

ÅIdentified funding opportunities 

#ClimateLeadersSHU



9.30 ς 9.45 Welcomes

9.45 ς 10.30

Keynotes

Å Lee Jowett, Climate & Sustainability Research Fellow, SHU

Å Zoe Singh ς Deputy/Co-Head, Dobcroft Infant School

Å Angela Hiley ς Gardening Teacher, Arbourthorne Primary School

10.30 ς 11.00 Break and stalls ς Hallam Hall and Hallam View

11.00 - 11.30

Keynotes

Å Phil Thacker, Director of IT, Delta Multi-Academy Trust

Å Andy Sprakes ς Chief Academic Officer, XP Trust

11.30-12.15 Let's build your Climate Action Plan ς workshop 

12.15-1.00 Lunch and opportunity for stalls

1.00-1.55 Workshops (session 1), and 5 minutes change over

2.00-2.55 Workshops (session 2)

2.55-3.10 Refreshments and return to Hallam Hall

3.10-3.30 Reflections, next steps, plenary and feedback

#ClimateLeadersSHU



Hallam Hall
Howard 5420 

(level 4)

Howard 5425 

(Level 4)

Owen 941 

(Level 9)

Owen 923 

(Level 9)

Owen 1031 

(Level 10)

Afternoon 

workshop 1

National 

Education 

Nature Park

DECSY Climate Dice
Energy 

Heroes

Global 

Action Plan

Carbon 

Literacy

Afternoon 

workshop 2

Eco-Schools 

Carbon 

Calculator

Energy Sparks 

& Solar for 

Schools

Earth 

Warriors

Designing 

Sustainable 

School

Another 

Way

Green 

Schools 

Project

Workshops 
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Building Layout 

ÅMain entrance ς Level 5

ÅHallam Hall ς Level 6

ÅOwen ς 923,941 ς Level 9

ÅHoward ς 5425, 5420 ς Level 4
ÅGo down 2 floors 

Good luck...!

#ClimateLeadersSHU



What the Research is Showing 
about Climate Change and 
Sustainability Education

 
Lee Jowett, Climate Change and Sustainability Fellow

l.Jowett@shu.ac.uk  /         @leejowett

mailto:l.Jowett@shu.ac.uk


Lee Jowett

Climate Change and 
Sustainability Research 
Fellow
Sheffield Institute of Education 
Sheffield Hallam University



Study 1 ς Taking Action 
on Climate Change and 

Sustainability
 Case Studies from 
Education Settings 

Lee Jowett 

Study 2 - Primary 
Teachers' Perceptions 

of Climate Change 
Education

Dr Stuart Bevins, Joelle Halliday, 
Lee Jowett, Vicki Pountney, 

Hongjuan Zhu Study 3 ς Investigating 
¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΩ ¦ǎŜ ƻŦ 

Information about 
Cutting Edge Research
Lee Jowett, Joelle Halliday, Andy 
Bullough, Prof Emily Perry and Dr 

Josephine Booth

Research publications ς Climate Action in South Yorkshire

https://research.shu.ac.uk/sustainability/research-publications/


https://research.shu.ac.uk/sustainability 

https://research.shu.ac.uk/sustainability


Å2 secondary school leaders
Å1 SEND School - Teaching Citizenship Journal (page 46, Issue 58).
Å7 primary school leaders 
Å1 MAT leader ς sustainability
Å2 Post-16 settings
Å1 Local authority climate education 

ÅSheffield (6) and Leicester (8)

https://research.shu.ac.uk/sustainability 

https://www.teachingcitizenship.org.uk/resource/teaching-citizenship-journal-issue-58-climate-empowerment/#embed
https://research.shu.ac.uk/sustainability


Using of Information about Cutting Edge 
Research ς climate and sustainability 

ÅLiterature review



Using of Information about Cutting Edge 
Research ς climate and sustainability 
ÅEmerging themes from interviews 



General findings

ÅtŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ǎŀƛŘ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǇǊƻƳƛƴŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
curriculum and needed to be embedded in all subjects

ÅThis would enable time and resource to be released to develop 
these crucial opportunities

ÅWith FE participants, sustainability felt to be more embedded, as 
colleges tend to collaborate with employers who need leavers 
with these skills

ÅWhere there was greater culture of autonomy, climate change 
and sustainability elements of the curriculum were more likely to 
be developed



Challenges and barriers

Å¢ƘŜ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƳŀƴŘŀǘƻǊȅ 

ÅInconsistent approaches between 
settings 

ÅPiecemeal content ς driven by 
individuals 

ÅTime and space in the curriculum 

ÅResources and funding 

ÅTraining and CPD 

Some of the case study participants



Enablers 

ÅNational schemes with local officers to support e.g. National 
9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ bŀǘǳǊŜ tŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ [ŜǘΩǎ Dƻ ½ŜǊƻ hŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ

ÅExternal funding available and support from NGOs and charities 

ÅLocal authorities with resource to support centrally which includes 
funding and training 

ÅPassionate people who have the authority and autonomy to oversee 
climate change education on a local level 

ÅQuality resources appropriate to the age of students 

ÅSenior leaders that recognise the benefits 



Recommendations

ÅChanges in the curriculum are needed to ensure T&L is consistent 

ÅQuality assurance framework of age-appropriate resources could be rolled out 
(already partially exists) 

ÅFunded CPD is needed for all practitioners to improve confidence incorporating 
cutting edge research into climate change 

ÅITE training could fill a gap ς covering basic science of climate change, pedagogy 
around climate and research such as eco-anxiety

ÅAn online hub of local examples of good practice

ÅProfessional development to ensure methods are in place for updating resources 
and exam specs in line with emerging scientific research

ÅActively participate in the curriculum and assessment (CAR) review ensuring 
climate is not isolated in subjects and teachers are supported to develop 
knowledge and confidence 

ÅSettings access DfE funded projects and sister projects



Research informed Climate Education (RICE): 
A framework for teaching and learning

What do they 
know: 

Family, local 
community & 

school

What they do:

engaging in 
climate action 

outside of school

Green careers:

Connecting with 
those who are 

taking action on 
climate change

Climate 
knowledge:
Value and 
ĤƨŔũĬШћĤĲШ

ƚĦĲƓƣŔĦċũќШыĲЮŊЮШ
greenwashing)

How they 
think:

Ensuring 
climate action 

is part of 
everyday life

Based on the Science Capital Teaching approach



Research Informed Climate Education (RICE): A framework 
for teaching and learning

Based on the Science Capital Teaching approach

Extending:  
beyond the 

taught 
curriculum

Personalising 
and localising:  

solutions 
focused

Valuing:  
recognising and 
acknowledging 

experiences

Equality and 
social justice

Greenwashing 

Climate literacy: 
building 

knowledge in a 
sequenced 

order 

Eco-anxiety:  
acknowledging 
and targeting

Creating Agency 
ς creating 
actions

Knowing people 
ς in climate 
ΨƎǊŜŜƴΩ ǊƻƭŜǎ

Climate 
Consumption: 
Where do they 

get their 
information?



Sustainable Schools South Yorkshire

ÅWebsite and blogs

ÅTermly meetings ς face to face

ÅMonthly eBulletins 

ÅOpportunities to engage in 
research and knowledge 
exchange projects 

Åresearch.shu.ac.uk/sustainability 





Sample activity plan



Make exciting plantable 
greeting cards by recycling 

paper to create wildflower seed 
paper which will encourage 

insects to increased biodiversity



Design and carry out an 
investigation to find the best 

combination of insulating 
materials for a coffee cup.





Zoë Singh
Co-Headteacher/Deputy Headteacher

Dobcroft Nursery Infant School
singhz@dobcroft-inf.Sheffield.sch.uk



Why teach sustainability and climate action?



Where does sustainability strategically  

sit in our curriculum offer?

Personal Development at Dobcroft Nursery Infants



u Sustainability Support for Education : a digital hub of resources, services and 
tools to help you identify appropriate action to develop, or build on, your 
climate action plan, regardless of where you are on your sustainability 
journey

u Climate Ambassador Programme: provides access to volunteer climate 
ambassadors and regional networks to support the development and delivery 
of impactful climate action plans

u The National Education Nature Park: brings together all the land from across 
education settings into a vast virtual nature park. Participation in the Nature 
Park is a great way to add meaningful education, skills and biodiversity action 
to your plan. The Park provides curriculum -linked resources and practical 
activities to engage children and young people in nature and the 
improvement of their local environment

Strategy Support

http://sustainabilitysupportforeducation.org.uk/
https://climateambassadors.org.uk/
https://www.educationnaturepark.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/sustainability-leadership-and-climate-action-plans-in-education


Creating a climate action plan

uDecarbonisation

uAdaptation and resilience 

uBiodiversity 

uClimate education and green 

careers



Climate Action Plans - Decarbonisation

Cut your carbon

Second 

hand school 

uniform

Eco-newsletters

Next steps

Healthy Habits

Farm to 

Fork



Climate Action Plans - adaptation and 

resilience

Chose suppliers 

carefully

Professional networks



Climate Action Plans - biodiversity
Community 

Eco Team

Connections with 
organisations that 
can help ς Climate 
ambassadors, 
Sheffield and 
Rotherham Wildlife 
Trust

2023-2024

2024-2025

2022-2023

2021-2022

No Mow May

https://www.educationnaturepark.org.uk/

