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Nature Park 
overarching goal
To empower every young person in 
England to take action to make a 
positive difference to both their 
own and to nature’s future by:

• Developing connection to nature

• Understanding the threats it is facing

• Feeling able to do something about it



Getting started: steps 1 and 2

Collect data on the status of 
habitats, biodiversity, climate, 
land use and young people's 
relationship to their site

Young people develop a vision 
of what they want to change to 
solve most important issues 
based on their data



Step 1: habitat mapping

• Visualises your starting 
point, informs your 
project planning

• Research into the 
biodiversity of the 
education estate: helps 
nature recovery

• “Mapping change” tool 
helps you take account 
of the improvements 
you’ve made



Step 1: Seek and iNaturalist

• iNaturalist UK: with our partner the 
National Biodiversity Network Trust

• A way of identifying and recording 
living things on your site, with your 
students

• Uploading discoveries to iNaturalist 
shares with the community who can 
help refine your IDs and contributes to 
global biodiversity research (please do 
this! ☺)

• Sign up to iNaturalist with the prefix 
NENP_ to connect with your Nature 
Park account (more info from QR code)



How to use Seek

• To start identifying, press the 
green camera button at the 
bottom.

• When the camera is open, move 
it close what you want to ID, so 
that it takes up most of the 
screen.

• You will need to hold the 
camera steady and be patient 
as it won’t identify right away.

• If it is struggling to ID, try a 
different angle.



• Green dots appear near the top of 
the screen.  These dots show how 
close Seek is to an exact ID.

• If all seven green dots appear, and 
it says “species”, Seek has 
identified it as precisely as it can.

• Holding the camera still, press the 
green photo button again.  This 
takes a photo and gives 
information.

• If it doesn’t reach 7 dots, it’s just 
less certain and the identification 
category is broader.  You can still 
take a photo.

This one has identified the 
species.

This one has only 
identified the plant family.



• Plant ID is easier if both 
leaves and flowers are 
present so consider the 
best time of year.

• Seek does not send 
photographs automatically 
(unless you have linked it to 
an iNaturalist account in 
settings) but saves them to 
the device, allowing you to 
check for faces, etc, before 
you upload later.

• You can export species lists 
from your iNaturalist 
account, helping you track 
your site’s biodiversity.



Step 2: vision statement

• Involves learners in imagining what 
they’d like the future of the site to 
be like

• Helps with idea generation, and 
keeps you on track as you make 
changes

• Ensures you’re moving in the same 
direction with shared values for 
your space

• May also help with funding 
applications as a declaration of 
why you require support



When you think about the future of your outdoor space... 

- How would you like it to make you, and other 
people feel? 

- What would people be able to do?

- What would you like to be able to see? 

- What would you like to be able to hear?

- What would it be like for nature?



For more information

• Website: 
www.educationnaturepark.org.uk

• Webinar series: 
https://www.educationnaturepark
.org.uk/webinar-series

• Email: 
yorkshirenaturepark@rhs.org.uk

http://www.educationnaturepark.org.uk/
https://www.educationnaturepark.org.uk/webinar-series
https://www.educationnaturepark.org.uk/webinar-series
mailto:yorkshirenaturepark@rhs.org.uk



	Slide 1: Getting started with Nature Park
	Slide 2: Nature Park overarching goal
	Slide 3: Getting started: steps 1 and 2
	Slide 4: Step 1: habitat mapping
	Slide 5: Step 1: Seek and iNaturalist
	Slide 6: How to use Seek
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9: Step 2: vision statement
	Slide 10: When you think about the future of your outdoor space... 
	Slide 11: For more information
	Slide 12

