LEARNING MATERIALS
Vilnius University

SOCIAL INTEGRATION OF ETHNIC MINORITIES
	Learning Outcome 5
Aims

Rationale


	5.  Identify the processes for effective communication across different language, national and cultural contexts
To understand aims of adaptation (integration, assimilation, marginalization, separation)

To understand ways of perceiving and understanding the cultural context of ethnic minority

To understand the social and personal conditions for successful adaptation

In order to prevent social problems caused by social exclusion it is important to understand cultural values of ethnic groups to enable their social integration and participation in society.


	Content (knowledge, skills, values)   

	Concept of culture and cultural competence; 

ethnic group, ethnic minority, features of diaspora;
the status of minority groups,

The relationship between status and ethnicity;

The concept of adaptation, types of adaptation, identity of ethnic groups, tendencies, ethnic toleration and social distance, integration and exclusion;

assimilation, marginality, separation,

ethnical community, society attitudes towards the ethnic groups, 
comparative social work, universal social work, international social work;


	Learning materials  (HOW we teach, exercises etc. in detail)

For students: 

	1.   Read 4 different cases of integration and identify the integration type and the support which has to be provided for the person to prevent his exclusion, (1);
Kasatkina N. Leoncikas T. (2003) The adaptation of ethnic groups in Lithuania: Context and process, Vilnius. (66-79). (in Lithuanian with a comprehensive  summary in English)
2.  A case of a discussion about EU membership in society is presented to the group. Students have to analyze the provided situation from perspectives of different ethnic minorities (Russians, poles, gypsies);

(ibid 189-195)
3.  Situation modelling: what information would you, as a social worker, like to present in the media about a specific ethnic group (which has a low status in the dominant society) to improve their image and influence social attitudes?
(ibid 66-79) and Horst Kurnitzky (2002) Die Unziviliesierte Zivilisation, (translation to Lithuanian). (63-104).
4.   You are invited to the meeting of refugees from  Chechnya. What would you suggest to them, as a social worker, to enhance their integration to society?


	Assessment

	5.  The case of refugees from the Caucasus is presented. Students have to make a case analysis in groups, in which they have to:

1.  model communication situations; 

2.  predict possible conflicts which may arise between the attitudes of the social worker and the client, the plan of interventions and the expectations of the client, based on his/her cultural traditions, views, etc. 

3.  write a short project for the  integration of these refugees in to society (to foresee the activities, employment forms, occupation, leisure, language learning, etc.)

	Required reading in the Lithuanian and English languages. 
	Kasatkina N. and Leoncikas T.(2003) The adaptation of ethnic groups in Lithuania: context and process, Vilnius,  , pp. 66-79. (in Lithuanian with a comprehensive  summary in English);

Ahmadi, N. (2003) Globalization and consciousness and new challenges for international social work  International Journal of Social Welfare, 12:14-23. 
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Gray M. (2005) Dilemmas of international social work: paradoxical processes in indigenisation, universalism and imperialism. International Journal of Social Welfare,  14: 231-238.

Houston S., Campbell J.(2001) Using critical social work theory to develop a conceptual framework for comparative social work. International Journal of Social Welfare,  10: 66-73.

Morley Ch.(2004) Critical reflection in social work: a response to globalization?. International Journal of Social Welfare, 13: 297-303.

Davis Thomas C. (1999) Revisiting group Attachment: Ethnic   

         and national identity.  Political Psychology, 20,1:25-42.

O’Hagan, K.(1999) Culture, cultural identity, and cultural sensitivity in child and family social work. Child and Family Social Work, 4, 269-281.

Toledano A. (1996). Issues arising from intra-cultural family therapy. Journal of Family Therapy,  18: 289-301.

Cultural identity. Peter Prevos. Source: prevos.net/ola/identity.pdf 


