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Welcome to the Workforce Research Partnership’s second bulletin of 2026. Sixteen
months into our five‑year programme, we’re pleased to share early findings from our first
phase of work, and to let you know that we’re now dedicating time to shaping the next
stage of WRaP. We’ll share more on this soon. 
 
This edition highlights two areas of our research: the James Lind Alliance Priority Setting
Partnership and Apprenticeships. Thanks to the 1,500 AHPs who took part in the JLA
process, we now have a clear set of workforce research priorities which are already
guiding our plans for the next three years. 
 
Our Apprenticeships team has also launched an interactive dashboard that shows
geographic patterns and the spread of AHP apprenticeship opportunities. Please do
explore the link and try it out. 
 
This newsletter includes updates on our progress, a look ahead to our future direction,
and key developments and events for anyone interested in AHP workforce research. 
Feel free to share this newsletter with colleagues. To receive future bulletins directly,
contact ahp-wrap@shu.ac.uk or yp9@aru.ac.uk.
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The Allied Health Professions Workforce Research Partnership (AHP

WRaP), led by Prof Julie Nightingale, has just published the Top 10

research priorities for AHP workforce research in the UK. This

milestone follows the completion of a national James Lind Alliance

Priority Setting Partnership (PSP), which was coordinated by

Sheffield Hallam University in collaboration with the JLA. This is the

first time that Allied Health Professionals, system leaders,

researchers, and people and communities who use AHP services

have come together at national scale to identify the most important

unanswered questions about the AHP workforce. The PSP gathered

more than 1,700 contributions from across the UK, representing all

14 AHP professions. Using the JLA’s rigorous and transparent

methodology, these contributions were refined into a shortlist and

agreed through a final consensus workshop to produce the Top 10

priorities. These priorities highlight where research is most urgently

needed to support a sustainable, skilled and future‑ready AHP

workforce, and will help guide researchers, funders, policymakers,

and professional bodies in shaping future programmes of work. 

You can view the workforce research priorities and find our more

information about the Priority Setting Partnership here: 

View the Top 10                                     

Updates

Huge thanks to all of the brilliant workforce and patient representatives who attended and contributed
to our Allied Health Professions Workforce research priority setting workshop 

https://research.shu.ac.uk/ahpwrap/ahp-psp/
https://research.shu.ac.uk/ahpwrap/ahp-psp/
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.jla.nihr.ac.uk%2Fpriority-setting-partnerships%2Fallied-health-professions-workforce-priority-setting-association-jla&data=05%7C02%7CG.Crockett%40shu.ac.uk%7Cb073e59f204142c3d60608ded68d5bde%7C8968f6a1ac13472fb899f7316e439f43%7C0%7C0%7C639184100115003763%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MKH5%2BmIVfnzaEkhM3g2M8cdnDz6iuCUkwSxQLz%2BT%2Fxk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.jla.nihr.ac.uk%2Fpriority-setting-partnerships%2Fallied-health-professions-workforce-priority-setting-association-jla&data=05%7C02%7CG.Crockett%40shu.ac.uk%7Cb073e59f204142c3d60608ded68d5bde%7C8968f6a1ac13472fb899f7316e439f43%7C0%7C0%7C639184100115003763%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MKH5%2BmIVfnzaEkhM3g2M8cdnDz6iuCUkwSxQLz%2BT%2Fxk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fresearch.shu.ac.uk%2Fahpwrap%2Fahp-psp%2F&data=05%7C02%7CG.Crockett%40shu.ac.uk%7Cb073e59f204142c3d60608ded68d5bde%7C8968f6a1ac13472fb899f7316e439f43%7C0%7C0%7C639184100115022741%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=k0lco8iHFdZqs%2B28KQWQx6bS%2F3NP%2F6nf1aM0JcKwbEw%3D&reserved=0


We are delighted to launch the Top 10 research priorities for the Allied Health
Professions (AHP) workforce. They reflect the collective views of AHPs, system
leaders, researchers, and people and communities who use AHP services. We
hope these priorities will help guide future research, funding, policy, and
collaboration across the AHP community.

Updates

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Kq_St48pKVMvPJL1dHRl8mkF6pEZ5I2s/view


 

Interactive AHP Apprenticeship Dashboard 

Updates

An interactive AHP apprenticeship dashboard developed by Dr

Tanja Kleinhappel is now being embedded within the wider WRaP

project webpage to help improve accessibility and visibility of

apprenticeship-related activity and data across the programme.

The dashboard provides an engaging and user-friendly way to

explore apprenticeship information and reflects ongoing efforts

within WRaP to develop innovative andaccessible resources for

partners, stakeholders and wider audiences.

The dashboard can be explored here:

This dashboard provides an interactive visualisation of Allied Health

Professions (AHP) apprenticeship activity across England. It enables

exploration of learner home locations and provider delivery

locations for different apprenticeship standards, academic years,

and metrics (Starts, Enrolments, Achievements). Users can identify

geographic patterns and gain insights into the distribution and

coverage of AHP apprenticeship opportunities.

AHP Apprenticeship Dashboard

https://ahp-wrap.shinyapps.io/AHP_apprenticeship_dashboard/
https://ahp-wrap.shinyapps.io/AHP_apprenticeship_dashboard/


Health Services Research UK (HSR UK) Conference
AHP WRaP had strong representation across the conference

programme, with several colleagues presenting their latest

research:

News
 

Dr. Nicola Gillin will be presenting the findings from one of the

WRaP’s ‘Flexfund’ projects at the BSA’s Work Employment and
Society conference in Bath on the 10th September. The

presentation is titled: Trends, indicators of success, and stepwise

migration amongst internationally recruited Allied Health

Professionals in the NHS (2020-2025)

Professor Julie Nightingale delivered the prestigious keynote

Stanley Melville Memorial Lecture to the Society of

Radiographers' UK Imaging and Oncology Congress earlier this

month on “Save Our Staff”: Re-defining radiography through a

workforce research lens." 

Dr Gupteswar Patel — ‘Examining the system‑ and service‑level

impacts of Level 6 AHP apprenticeships in England: a

mixed‑methods study.’

ℹ️  
Tip: Click on the

poster to download
in full-resolution

https://research.shu.ac.uk/ahpwrap/health-services-research-uk-hsr-uk-conference/
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sor.org%2Fnews%2Fevents%2Fukio-day-3-amplifying-voices%2C-supporting-staff%2C-ce&data=05%7C02%7CA.McNally%40shu.ac.uk%7C48aa2d89f4124e152bd208dece035316%7C8968f6a1ac13472fb899f7316e439f43%7C0%7C0%7C639174711140459889%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VCPEBLN6CxmoWNkzGaZ1lfSPRSGknUbsEKdL1W0vK0s%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sor.org%2Fnews%2Fevents%2Fukio-day-3-amplifying-voices%2C-supporting-staff%2C-ce&data=05%7C02%7CA.McNally%40shu.ac.uk%7C48aa2d89f4124e152bd208dece035316%7C8968f6a1ac13472fb899f7316e439f43%7C0%7C0%7C639174711140459889%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VCPEBLN6CxmoWNkzGaZ1lfSPRSGknUbsEKdL1W0vK0s%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sor.org%2Fnews%2Fevents%2Fukio-day-3-amplifying-voices%2C-supporting-staff%2C-ce&data=05%7C02%7CA.McNally%40shu.ac.uk%7C48aa2d89f4124e152bd208dece035316%7C8968f6a1ac13472fb899f7316e439f43%7C0%7C0%7C639174711140459889%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VCPEBLN6CxmoWNkzGaZ1lfSPRSGknUbsEKdL1W0vK0s%3D&reserved=0


News
 

Dr Michaela Senek — ‘Factors and Interventions Associated with

Intention to Leave and Retention of allied Health Professions - an

Umbrella review.’ 

Dr Tanja Kleinhappel — ‘Patterns and workforce contribution of

Level 6 AHP apprenticeships in England: insights from national

aggregated administrative data.’

ℹ️  
Tip: Click on the

posters to
download in full-

resolution

https://research.shu.ac.uk/ahpwrap/health-services-research-uk-hsr-uk-conference/
https://research.shu.ac.uk/ahpwrap/health-services-research-uk-hsr-uk-conference/


Dr Maria Wishart co‑hosted a workshop at

the Health Services Research UK (HSR UK)

Conference at the University of Manchester

on 30 June, titled ‘Building a sustainable,
resilient and fit‑for‑purpose Allied Health
workforce’. The session was delivered in

partnership with colleagues from La Trobe

University, Melbourne.

Maria also presented a poster, ‘Sustaining the

rural and coastal Allied Health Professional

workforce’, showcasing findings from Phase 1

of the AHP WRaP project. 

News

Dr Maria Wishart pictured on the right with

colleagues from La Trobe University,

Melbourne

ℹ️  
Tip: Click on the poster to view

in full-resolution

https://research.shu.ac.uk/ahpwrap/health-services-research-uk-hsr-uk-conference/


News
 

Dr Sarah Etty — ‘What are the unanswered questions for the Allied

Health Professions workforce? A Priority Setting Partnership in

association with the James Lind Alliance.’

Conference insights: Prevention Research 2026, Birmingham
In March, Ishant Arora, AHP WRaP research administrator, attended
a PHI UK, UKPRP and NIHR conference on reducing health
inequalities. The learning strengthens AHP WRaP’s work on AHP
workforce shortages in rural, coastal and deprived urban areas. A
key message was that public involvement must be tailored to each
community and context.

ℹ️  
Tip: Click on the

poster to download
in full-resolution

https://research.shu.ac.uk/ahpwrap/health-services-research-uk-hsr-uk-conference/


Website: 

LinkedIn:  

BlueSky:  @ahp-wrap.bsky.social

EmaIl: 

London Regional Listening Event – AHP Framework 2027–2032
Date: 6 July 2026
The Office of the CAHPO is developing a new professional framework for
AHPs (2027-2032) to set the long-term vision, direction and ambition for the
14 registered professions within the health and care system, aligned with
national policy and wider NHS delivery strategies. This event will enable AHP
leaders, educators, researchers and clinicians interested in workforce
development and policy to contribute to the framework. 
Registration Link

Events & Funding Calls 

NHS Online: Workforce Survey - AHPs are invited to take part in a new NHS
England survey to help shape the future workforce model for NHS Online.
The survey is primarily aimed at clinical staff and seeks views on what would
encourage AHPs to commit time to delivering car on behalf of NHS Online,
what barriers they may face, and what would make the offer attractive and
flexible. Feedback will directly inform development of the NHS Online
workforce offer.  
Share your views here
Deadline to respond: 31 July 2026

Contact Us 

NIHR Research Programme for Social Care (RPSC)
Closing date: 30 September 2026 
Seeking proposals focused on methods development, adaptation and
implementation of evaluative research in community and social care
settings. 
Link: Research Programme for Social Care (RPSC) | NIHR                                      

Funding Call 

www.ahp-wrap.org

ahp-wrap.ac.uk

Allied Health Professions Workforce Research Partnership

Date: Wednesday 15 July, NHS England is hosting a North East & Yorkshire
AHP regional listening event here at Sheffield Hallam University in the Heart

of the Campus (HoC).

This is an excellent opportunity to contribute your ideas and help shape

national policy. You are welcome to attend all or part of the event and share

your views. 

Please register here 

If you are unable to attend these events, you can also contribute by

completing this survey 
Deadline: Friday 18 September at 17:00.

https://bsky.app/profile/did:plc:g3itsllponessrp7vm3izd3d
https://bsky.app/profile/did:plc:g3itsllponessrp7vm3izd3d
https://www.events.england.nhs.uk/events/london-regional-listening-event-ahp-framework-2027-2032
https://www.engage.england.nhs.uk/data-and-digital/nhs-online-clinician-survey/consultation/intro/
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/funding-programmes/research-programme-for-social-care
http://www.ahp-wrap.org/
mailto:AHP-Wrap@shu.ac.uk
https://www.linkedin.com/company/106833814
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=slTDN7CF9UeyIge0jXdO4-3wugNQWGJKs7Yuqs2ye_lUNURXQTIzNkxHRE4yVVEwU0tSSU4xTE01RS4u
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=slTDN7CF9UeyIge0jXdO4-3wugNQWGJKs7Yuqs2ye_lUOUFJMENZTUhCRTBEQUVWOUVKOUNTSVNPVy4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=slTDN7CF9UeyIge0jXdO4-3wugNQWGJKs7Yuqs2ye_lUOUFJMENZTUhCRTBEQUVWOUVKOUNTSVNPVy4u&route=shorturl
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